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THE BARLY HISTORY OF THR FARMERS
ALLIANCE.

Enngnn Btil] in the Lead—The Order Organ-
Ied bn This State—The Rebal Brigndier
Seare Bxploded,

"BY O, OAMPFRRELL,

The Cincluoat! confersnce convenad
on the ¥2d of Februasy, 1887, and st once
proceeded to organize, The following
organizations wero represented: Enights
of Labor, Farmers' and Laborers' Co-op-
srutiva Unlon, trades unions of Cluecln.
natlh, Fermerd’ Alllance of the northwesl,
Grange, Agtioultural Wheel, ste. A plan
of organization was agresd npon for opan
politionl aotion and {the following plat.
form wia adopted by the consolldated
orders for the campalgn of 1887;

FREAMULY,

The delegates of various Industrial and
reform political organizations have sa-
sombled frow thirty-one states and terrl-
torles on this sonlversary of the birth of
“The Father of his country,” to view the
situation of public alfairs and sdviee
proper aotion. A general dlscontent pre-
valls on the part of the wealth producers,
Farmern are suffering from s poverty
which has forced mont of them to mort-
goge their estates, and prices of farm
products are so low a8 to offar no hope
for relisf except through bankruploy.
Laborers are sinking Into greater and
greatar dependence, Birikes are resorted
to without bringing relief, becanse of tha
Inability of employers in many cases to
pay living wages, while more sod more
are driven into the streot. Business men
find collpctions  almost  impossible,
Menntime hundreds of millions of idle
public money, which s neadad for rellef,
In locked up In the United Statea treas-
ury ln grim moockery of the distresa
Land monopoly flourishes as never be-
fore, and more and more owners of the
#oll are daily becoming tenmnta. Great
transporistion corporations still succeed
In extorting heavy dividends upon wa-
tered stocks, through unjust charges.
The Unlted States Benats hus bacoms an
apen soandal, ita senta being purchased
by the rich in deflsnce of the popular
will. A trifling fisheries dispute is
siezed upon as sn excuse for squander-
log public monsy upon unnecessary mil-
itary preparations which are desigued to
breed a spirit of war, to spe European
despotism, and to ampty the treasury
without payiog the public debt. Under
theso and other alarming conditions, we
appeal to the people of this whols coun-
try to come out of old party organizations,
whoee Indifference to the publlo welfare
1s reaponsible for this distress, and help
us 1o organize & new political party, not
sectional but natlonal, whoee object

nhall be % ropeal all clasw Inwa in Favor
of the rich, nad to relleve the distress of
our lndustries by establishing the follow-

lng prinalples:
LAND,

I. Every buman belng possessss »
natural, inallsoable right to sufticiant
land for self mapport, and we deire o
secure 10 every Industrigus citizen »
home, ns the highest reeult of fres inwtl-
tutions, To this and we demand » grad-
untod land tax oo all large estates, eape-
pecially those held for speculative or
tonant purposes; the reclamation of uu.
eamed land grants; the lmmedists opon-
Ing of Oklahoms to homestead settle-
mont; the purchase of all wnocoupisd
Indlan landn, and the sottloment of the
varlous tribes upon lands in severalty;
aleo, lawe proveating corporations from
noquiring real estate beyond tha require-
manta of thelr buslness, and allen owner-
ship of land. The systema of lrrigation
in states nud tarritories where necessary,
shall be under such publle control as
nhsll sscure the free and squitable use of
tho watérs and fravchises to the people,

THANSPORTATION,

2 The means of tmnsportation and
communication should be owned and
controlled by the people, aa a the United
Biates postal ayatem, and squitable rates
overywhaers ostabllshac,

MOKIRY,

. The establlshment of a national
monstary system In the Interest of the
producer, Instead of the speculstor and
usurer, by whioch s clrculating medlum
In necessary quantities and full legal
tender shall ba lssued directly to the pac-
ple without the imtervention of banka, or
lonned to cltizens, upon ample security,
st & low rate of Interest, to rellave them
from the extortions of usury and ensble
thent to control the money supply. Pos-
tal savings banks should be established.
While we have free colnage of gold we
ahould bave fres coinage of silver, We
demand the prompt payment of the na-
tional debt mnd condemn the further
imsue of Interest-bearing bonds, elther by
the national government or by states, tar-
ritorles, counties or munipipalities.

LABOR,

4. Arbitration should take the plage
of atrikes and other Injurious mothods of
sottling labor disputes; the letting of
convict labor to comtractors should be
prohibited, and the contract system ba
abollshed In public workas; the hours of
labor In industrial establishments be re:
duced, commansurste with the increase
of production by labor-saving machinery;
smployees be protacted from bodlly lo-
Jury; equal pay glven for equal work for
both sexes; Agricultural and Co-opers-

tive Assoclations be fosterared and lnoor-
porated by law. The foundationc! & re-
public is the intelligence of 1ta cltiusns,
and ehlldren who are driven loto mines,
workahop and faotorles are deprived of
education which should be sscured to all
by proper leglalation. Wa desirs to nee
Inbor orgmnivation extend throughout
the olvilimed world until |t aball bs im-
posuihle for deapota to array the worklng-
men of ones seation against their brothars
of snother country.
WOLDIERN AND HATLONA,

6. In appreciation of the ssrvicss of
Unlted States soldlers and sallors, wa de-
mand [for them jumtics befors charlty,
The purpossly doprecisted monsy pald
them duoring 4he war should bn made
equal in value to the gold pald the hond.
holder. The soldlor wae promised coln
or its equivalent, and was paid In depre-
cintad paper. The bondholder loaned
the governmént deprecinled paper and
contacted to take It buok, but It was paid

o goid,
INCOME TAN,

6, A gradusied Incoms tax (a the
moat equitable system of taxation, plac-
ing the burden of government on thoss
who jean best afford to pay, instead of
laylng it on the farmers and producers,
sod exsmpting milllonalres, bondholders
nnd corporstions.

UNITED STATES HENATR,

7. The capiurs of the Unlted Siates
Senate by wmilllonalres and tools of cor-
porations who bhaye oo sympathy with
free Institutions, thraaten the very sxisi-
euoe of the republic. We demand a con-
stitutional amendment making Unlted
States Benntora alective by a direct vote

of the peopls,
IMMIGRATION,

B Suoh sate and national laws should
be adopted as whall effectunily exclude
from Amorica the Mongollan slave and
Asintic competition. [Amended: The tide
of Immigration 1o thls country threstens
to result injuriously to the social condition
of the nation ond Interferss with the op-
portunities of cur present population of
akilled and unskilled labor In procuring
smployment; there are now tens of thou-
ands of men throughout $he nstion who
cunnot obtaln employment; therefore we
demand of the goveramant & moee strin-
gent snforcement of oxistiog lsws gov-
ernlng Immigration, prohibiting the im-
portation of contraot labor, and It is the
duty of Congress to snsct laws that will
cheok the tide of immigration snd the
flooding of the country with forelgn la-

barers,
ARMED MEN,

9. The employment of bodies of armed

men by private corporstions should be
prohibited,

EQUALITY.

10, The right to voie i« inbarent In

citinenship, irrespective of sex,
TEMPRRANCNK.

11, Excosulve worlth, resulting (n lux-
ury sad Idlenses on oue hand und axces-
nive toil and poverty on the other, lend to
Intemperance aud vies, The messures
of reform here demanded will prove to
to be the sclentiflo solution of the tem-
persnce (uestion,

In the latter part of July 1887, the
Farmera's and Laborers’ Unlon was dis-
organlzed and merged into the Unlon
Labor party, and {n the fall of ‘87 carvied
Labetia county, Kansus (electlng avery-
thing Inoluding even rond oversesrs) and
Calhoun county, Misslssippl, snd polled
A largs vola lo wany parts of the country,
But the open political movemant, liks
the saltlom’ Leagus, proved unsqual to
the socret caucus of old party leaders,
and the Farmers' aod Laborers Unlon
waa reorguolsed in the Intter part of B8,
and in 50 the vame of the organization
waat changed to the Farmem' Alllance
sod Industeial Unlon, and our grest
movement {s the result. This la s brlef
hiwtory of the movement snd we have
the correspondance on flle in this offios,

In conclunlon, felonds, lot us suggest
that in the lght of past sveuls while we
recoguiza the necessity of politioal par-
tioa In conducting the alfalms of the pub-
He under our form of governmant, thosy
partlen should be worthy and disouss
fairly and honestly the lwmpes, vital to
the best Interest of the country, mnd
whot the vote I reglstersd on slection
day it should cvystalize in formas of law
the deliberate will of & majority of the
vobers, uainfluenced by party spleit, de-
ception, prejudice or frand, Booh & con
ditlon (s necessary to the perpetuity of
our American Institutions of governthent,
and without it, our republic, ke those
of the past, muat perish from the face of
the sarth, sni the historian will be called
fipon to record asother fallure, on the
part of the peopls, in thelr afforts at self-
government, The leaders of the two old
parties, both north and south, In and out
of Cangress, have proven themselves dis-
honeat and not worthy the confldence of
true Alllance prople. They have decelved
the voters, both north and south, and at
times worked upon the prejudices of the
people, prejudioss engendered by the
war of the rebellion, untll they have suo-
ceeded In wntsgoniziog the porth and
south; armylog those two sections of our
country againat each other; whils Fog-
land, through New York, (that holds the
balanoe of power batween the two par-
tles) have forced » flvancial pelicy wpon

(Contiad on thivteonth page)




